
AGENDA 
Hightstown Borough Council 

March 3, 2025 | 6:30 p.m. 
Hightstown Engine Company No. 1 
140 North Main Street, Hightstown 

 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES DURING YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING TO AVOID 
SOUNDS/RINGING OR CONVERSATIONS THAT MAY INTERFERE WITH THE RECORDING OR THE 
ABILITY OF ATTENDEES TO HEAR THE PROCEEDINGS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. 
 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Susan Bluth 
 

STATEMENT: Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act, pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was advertised in the 
Trentonian and Windsor-Hights Herald as required by law and is posted on the Hightstown 
Borough website. 

Roll Call  

Flag Salute 

Approval of Agenda   

Approval of Minutes  February 18, 2025 – Public Session 
    February 28, 2025 – Executive Session 

Public Comment Any person wishing to address Council with his or her comments will have a 
maximum of three minutes to do so at this time.   

Resolutions 2025-63 Authorizing Payment of Bills 

 2025-64 Resolution of Compliance Regarding the 2021 Audit  

Consent Agenda 2025-65 Resolution to Support Publishing Legal Notices on 
Official Government Websites 

 2025-66 Amending Resolution 2022-13 Appointing and 
Authorizing an Agreement for Professional Auditing Services – 
Gerard Stankiewicz, CPA, RMA, PSA (Samuel Klein and Company) to 
Correct the Contract Amount   

Discussion Complete Streets TCDI Grant Opportunity  

 NJ Film Ready 

Subcommittee Reports  

Mayor/Council/Administrative Updates 

Executive Session Resolution 2025-67 Authorizing a Meeting that Excludes the Public 
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Contract Negotiations – Robbinsville Police/Court Facilities 

Contract Negotiations – Mercer Street Warehouse 

Contract Negotiations – DEP – NJDOT  

Contract Negotiations – Professional Services 

Adjournment 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-63 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

WHEREAS, certain bills are due and payable as per itemized claims listed on the 
following schedules, which are made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a supplemental 
record; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown that the bills be paid on audit and approval of the Borough Administrator, the 
appropriate Department Head and the Treasurer in the amount of $2,119,354.86 from the following 
accounts: 

 

 

 

 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on March 3, 2025. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
 

Current $1,860,727.37

W/S Operating 68,119.29

General Capital 8,082.22

Water/Sewer Capital 174,625.26

Grant 0.00

Trust 0.00

Unemployment Trust 650.78

Animal Control 647.44

Law Enforcement Trust 0.00

Tax Lien Trust 0.00

Housing Trust 0.00

 Public Defender Trust 0.00

Escrow 6,502.50

Total $2,119,354.86
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To: Mayor and Council

From: Finance Office

Re: Manual Bill List for 3/03/2025

CURRENT ACCOUNT DATE ISSUED PO # CHECK # Amount
STATE OF N.J DEPT OF TREASURY 2/14/2025 25-00190 1635 63,854.29$              
COUNTY OF MERCER COUNTY TAX 2/14/2025 25-00081 1634 910,177.89$            
EAST WINDSOR REGIONAL SCHOOL 2/14/2025 25-00211 1633 732,923.00$            
BANK OF AMERICA 2/14/2025 25-00192 37960 3,935.42$                
DIANE LITZ 2/18/2025 25-00194 37961 10.00$                     
TREASURER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 2/20/2025 25-00154 37992 258.00$                   
COMCAST BUSINESS 2/25/2025 25-00228 37993 175.35$                   
VERIZON FIOS 2/25/2025 25-00214 37996 202.65$                   
JCP&L 2/25/2025 25-00215 37995 54.23$                     
HIGHTSTOWN EMERGENCY MEDICAL 2/25/2025 25-00226 37994 31,300.00$              

TOTAL 1,742,890.83$      

WATER AND SEWER OPERATING
EAST WINDSOR MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 2/14/2025 25-00218 16763 82.15$                     
STATE OF N.J DEPT OF TREASURY 2/14/2025 25-00190 1429 18,599.53$              
DEBLOCK ENVIRONMENTAL SVCS, LLC 2/14/2025 2500217-01 16762 500.00$                   
BANK OF AMERICA 2/14/2025 25-00192 16761 56.39$                     
STATE OF N.J -SFWTR 2/25/2025 25-00253 16782 25.15$                     

TOTAL  19,263.22$           

ESCROW

TOTAL -$                      

GRANT

TOTAL -$                      

TRUST- OTHER

TOTAL -$                      

ANIMAL CONTROL TRUST

TOTAL -$                      

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRUST

TOTAL -$                      

UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST
N.J. STATE DEPT OF LABOR 2/14/2025 25-00200 001084 650.78$                   

TOTAL 650.78$                

PUBLIC DEFENDER TRUST
 

TOTAL -$                      

TAX LIENTRUST

TOTAL -$                      

GENERAL CAPITAL

TOTAL -$                      

WATER AND SEWER CAPITAL
EARLE ASPHALT COMPANY 2/25/2025 24-00961-04 005934 172,685.26$            

-$                        
TOTAL 172,685.26$         

1,935,490.09$ 

Date: March 3, 2025

MANUAL TOTAL 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-64 

Page 1 of 2 
 

RESOLUTION OF COMPLIANCE REGARDING THE 2021 AUDIT 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 
made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2022 has been filed by a Registered 
Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and 
a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe 
reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the 
governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, at a minimum, the 
sections of the audit entitled: 

General Comments 
Recommendations 

; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed at a minimum 
the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled:  

General Comments 
Recommendations 

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the governing body no 
later than forty-five (45) days after receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 
themselves with at least the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey, as stated aforesaid, and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 
Finance Board; and 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions 
of R.S. 52:27BB-52 - to wit: 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-64 

Page 2 of 2 
 

R.S. 52:27BB-52 - A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for 
compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the Director (Director of Local Government 
Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not 
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Borough of 
Hightstown hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the Local Finance Board 
of the State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 
resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on March 3, 2025 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION OF GOVERNING BODY OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT 
GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM 

NO PHOTO COPIES OF SIGNATURES 
 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
COUNTY OF MERCER 
 
We, members of the governing body of the Borough of Hightstown of, in the County of Mercer, 
being duly sworn according to law, upon our oath depose and say: 

 
1. We are duly elected (or appointed) members of the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Hightstown in the county of Mercer;  
2. In the performance of our duties, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, we have familiarized 

ourselves with the contents of the Annual Municipal Audit filed with the Clerk pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 for the year 2022; 

3. We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, at a minimum, the 
sections of the Annual Report of Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations.” 

 
 

Susant Bluth  Joseph Cicalese 

   

Cristina Fowler  Todd Frantz 

   

Jeet Gulati  Joshua Jackson 

   

Frederick Montferrat   

 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this   

3rd day of March, 2025 

 
 
 
      _________________________________________ 
      Margaret Riggio, Municipal Clerk 
      Borough of Hightstown  
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Municipal Clerk (or Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders as the case may be) shall set 
forth the reason for the absence of signature of any members of the governing body. 
 
IMPORTANT: This certificate must be sent to the Bureau of Financial Regulation and Assistance, 
Division of Local Government Services, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-65 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PUBLISHING LEGAL NOTICES ON OFFICIAL 
GOVERNMENT WEBSITES 

WHEREAS, the sunset provision of March 1, 2025 imposed under P.L. 2024 c.106 is fast 
approaching in what was a temporary solution that allowed local governments to comply with the 
public notice requirements under the law in time for annual reorganization meetings in January; 
and,  

WHEREAS, local government officials serve as the stewards of property taxpayer dollars 
and should no longer be required to subsidize the newspaper industry with revenues collected from 
publishing legal notices in the press; and,  

WHEREAS, long before NJ Advanced Media’s announcement that it was terminating 
daily print publications in January of 2025, local government officials found it increasingly 
difficult to comply with the public notice requirements under the law as the media has become 
almost exclusively digitized and struggled to retain staff, resources, and publications; and,  

WHEREAS, legislation that will authorize local governments to publish legal notices on   
a local government’s official website will streamline an antiquated and overly burdensome process 
and save valuable time, resources, and property taxpayer dollars; and,  

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hightstown does in fact, 
hereby urge state leaders to pass legislation that will authorize municipalities, counties, school 
districts, and all local governments to publish legal notices in a clear, transparent, and timely 
manner on a local government’s official website.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Governor 
Phil Murphy, Senate President Nicholas Scutari, Speaker of the General Assembly Craig Coughlin, 
Senator Linda Greenstein, Assemblymembers Wayne DeAngelo and Tennille McCoy, and the New 
Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on March 3, 2025. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-66 

AMENDING RESOLUTION 2022-13 APPOINTING AND AUTHORIZING AN 
AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL AUDITING SERVICES – GERARD 

STANKIEWICZ, CPA, RMA, PSA (SAMUEL KLEIN AND COMPANY) TO CORRECT 
THE CONTRACT AMOUNT  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown previously adopted 
Resolution 2022-13 on January 3, 2022, authorizing a contract with Gerard Stankiewicz of Samuel 
Klein & Company for professional auditing services; and 

WHEREAS, due to an oversight, the contract amount stated in the resolution was incorrect 
and does not reflect the actual intended contract amount; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the prior resolution to correct the contract amount to 
properly reflect the intended expenditure; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Hightstown, that: 

1. The prior Resolution 2022-13 is hereby amended to reflect the corrected not-to-exceed 
amount of  $28,874.00. 

2. All other terms and conditions of the contract with Gerard Stankiewicz of Samuel Klein 
and Company shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect. 

3. The Borough Clerk and Deputy CFO are hereby authorized to take all necessary actions to 
implement this amendment. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be filed with the 
Hightstown Borough Finance Department and provided to Gerard Stankiewicz of Samuel Klein 
and Company. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on March 3, 2025. 

              
        Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
 

Hightstown Borough Council 
March 3, 2025 Council Meeting 23



Hightstown Borough Council 
March 3, 2025 Council Meeting 24



Hightstown Borough Council 
March 3, 2025 Council Meeting 25



Borough of Hightstown 
County of Mercer Resolution 2025-67 

AUTHORIZING A MEETING WHICH EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hightstown that this 
body will hold a meeting on March 3, 2025, at the Hightstown Firehouse Hall, 140 North Main 
Street, Hightstown, that will be limited only to consideration of an item or items with respect to 
which the public may be excluded pursuant to section 7b of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

The general nature of the subject or subjects to be discussed: 

Contract Negotiations – Robbinsville Police/Court Facilities 
Contract Negotiations – Mercer Street Warehouse 
Contract Negotiations – DEP – NJDOT  
Contract Negotiations – Professional Services 

Stated as precisely as presently possible the following is the time when and the 
circumstances under which the discussion conducted at said meeting can be disclosed to the public 
June 3, 2025, or when the need for confidentiality no longer exists.  

The public is excluded from said meeting, and further notice is dispensed with, all in accordance 
with sections 8 and 4a of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

I hereby certify this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hightstown 
at a meeting held on March 3, 2025. 

Margaret Riggio, Borough Clerk 
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